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1. Anxiety
Many today are fighting a battle with anxiety and stress, seen, or unseen. 
Scripture talks about anxiety; it is real. We will propose healthy, God-honoring and 
Christ-centered ways to deal with the causes.
Emily Olson | Texas Cabin | Thurs/Fri 10am

2. Grief
Jesus wept over Lazarus. He lamented over Jerusalem. There are times to cry. 
There can be a purpose to grief; lamenting can align our hearts with God.
Molly Barsness | Rainbow Fireside | Wed/Fri 10am

3. Loneliness
In a world of connection, people are lonelier than ever. Why is it so common? 
Valuable relationships with God and others can change that and make a positive 
difference in our lives.
Jordan Langness | Twin Sisters Fireside | Tues/Thurs 10am

4. Depression
Depression is a reality, even for faithful Christians. If this is so, where can they get 
help with this struggle?
Mike Kozicky | Emerald Mountain Portal | Wed/Fri 10am

5. Sports
Sports are exciting and can be good. Yet, they can be something we love too 
much, and we can find our identity in sports instead of in Christ. We can learn to 
balance faith with doing our best in competition, avoiding idolatry.
Josh Berge | Lewis Dick Hall | Tues/Fri 10am

6. Forgiveness
The Bible commands us to forgive, but that is harder than it sounds. It can be a 
struggle when the wrongs done are so painful. What is real forgiveness, and how 
can it bring healing and health?
Justin Kantonen | Dakota Cabin | Wed 10am/Thurs 10am & 11am
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7. Gender
Biblical masculinity and femininity are God’s perfect designs. God’s Word can 
equip us to thoughtfully engage others who would challenge what God has to 
say about gender, gender fluidity, and tolerance of how others choose to express 
themselves.
Pr. Wade Mobley | Willome | Wed/Fri 10am

8. Disappointment
From failed relationships to unfulfilled dreams, life can be filled with sorrow and 
disappointment. God can give us a proper perspective in those times. He gives us 
strength and grace to endure and overcome our trials.
Brett Erickson | Emerald Mountain Aspen | Wed/Fri 10am

9. Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit, as part of the Trinity, is an important part of our faith. Am I filled 
with the Holy Spirit? The Holy Spirit is living and active; what does this mean for 
me as a believer?
Heidi Nelson | Emerald Mountain Glacier Basin | Wed 10am/Thurs 10am & 11am

10. Family Dynamics
God gives instructions for how family members are to treat each other and take 
care of their own. How does that work on a day-to-day basis?
Kelly Keinanen | Emerald Mountain Bible Point | Wed/Fri 10am

11. Creative Arts
Does God like what I create? My creative gifts can reflect the beauty of Christ in 
a broken world. I can join with Him in His work of restoration, as both an image-
bearer and creator, to steward my creative gifts for God’s glory.
Monica Coyle | Longs Peak Chasm Lake | Tues/Wed 10am

12. Bible
The Bible is the best-selling book of all time. Is this special book really the Word 
of God? Is it trustworthy?
Pr. Matthew Ballmann | Longs Peak Keyhole | Tues/Fri 10am

13. Race/Ethnicity
What is race? As Christians, how do we relate to those who are ethnically 
different than us? Do we see similarities? Can we make a difference in dealing 
with racism?
Pr. Josh Skogerboe | Assembly A | Wed/Fri 10am
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14. Sex: God’s Perspective (High School Only)
Sex is everywhere: in advertising, in music, in Supreme Court debates, and 
openly paraded out there on the street. God’s perspective on sex is different from 
what the world promotes. This involves saving something for you, not keeping 
something from you.
Shelby Greven | Longs Peak Chasm Lake | Thurs 10am & 11am/Fri 10am

15. Joy
God wants you to have joy! Are you looking for it in the right places? Joy is 
different from happiness. How can I experience a joy that lasts?
Quincy Jensen | Rainbow Fireside | Tues/Thurs 10am

16. Church
Going to church is more than just sitting in a pew on Sunday morning. God wants 
your congregational life to be a vital part of your spiritual growth, a community to 
belong to, and a place to be spiritually fed. Church participation will encourage 
you to grow your faith.
Pr. Eric Rasmussen | Emerald Mountain Bible Point | Tues 10am/Thurs 10am & 11am

17. Leadership
Leadership is a gift expressed in many different styles. Servant leadership is 
possible even for those who feel they cannot lead because they are too quiet or 
unqualified. Christ shows us through his own example of servant leadership what 
true leadership really is.
Jon Nelson | Emerald Mountain Glacier Basin | Tues/Fri 10am

18. Beauty
“In the beginning God created…” With those words, our stories began. “And God 
saw that it was good.” Beauty is important to God; beauty can have meaning in my 
spiritual life, in my role as both an image bearer and a creator.
Sophia Lucht | Texas Cabin | Tues/Wed 10am

19. Authority
Scripture tells us we are to obey our government and that there is no authority 
except that which is placed there by God. Do I need to do everything the 
government tells me to, or are there exceptions? We can live in the kingdom of 
God and the kingdom of this world at the same time.
Sam Jagt | Lewis Dick Hall | Wed 10am/Thurs 10am and 11am
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20. Technology
Instagram, TikTok, Snapchat … I can’t escape it! The content of my life is 
projected onto a screen and consumed by people. It is a world that is leaving an 
imprint on my mind and in my heart—is it good? How can I be a discerning user 
of technology?
Bryce Timmerman | Assembly A | Tues 10am/Thurs 10am and 11am

21. Guys Only: What Do Healthy Relationships Look Like?
We were made for relationships—with both guys and girls. How are those 
relationships unique? Can guys and girls just be friends? How do I explore the 
relational landscape while guarding hearts at the same time? What should my 
friendships look like?
Pr. Kirk Thorson | Longs Peak Diamond West | Tues/Thurs 10am

22. Girls Only: What Do Healthy Relationships Look Like?
We were made for relationships—with both guys and girls. How are those 
relationships unique? Can guys and girls just be friends? How do I explore the 
relational landscape while guarding hearts at the same time? What should my 
friendships look like?
Jenn Thorson | Longs Peak Diamond East | Wed/Fri 10am

23. Evangelism
Y’ALL NEED JESUS. IT’S TRUE! Sharing Jesus with someone is the best thing you 
can do for them, but it is so hard! Sharing doesn’t have to be complicated. Open 
up about your faith and invite others to know more about your Savior.
Thom Jones | Longs Peak Keyhole | Wed 10am/Thurs 10am and 11am

24. Lust
Lust. Love. Desire. There is a difference. What is lust, and how do I battle it? 
When does my natural desire cross the line? How do I keep my thoughts pure?
Pr. Jon Langness | Dakota Cabin | Tues/Fri 10am

25.Generosity
Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” God wants us to practice 
generosity. He gives us direction in His Word as to how, with what, and to what 
extent.
Dean Abbot | Twin Sisters Fireside | Wed/Fri 10am
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26. Rest
Ask anyone in any life stage how they are doing, and most of the time the answer 
you will get is, “Good. Just busy.” Are you busy? Tired? You can learn the practice 
of Biblical rest in your Christian life.
Daniel Keinanen | Longs Peak Diamond West | Wed 10am/Thurs 11am/Fri 10am

27. Solitude
Jesus often withdrew to lonely places for “quiet time” with His Father. Do I need 
to have a quiet time with God? In a noisy, distraction-filled world, God can teach 
us in time spent alone with Him.
Pr. Gideon Johnson | Emerald Mountain Portal | Tues 10am/Thurs 10am & 11am

28. Simplicity
We want to do it all and have it all! What if less is more? We can embrace our 
limitations and enjoy a life of less!
Pr. Ryan Patenaude | Willome | Tues 10am/Thurs 10am and 11am

29. Prayer
Maybe you have heard the verse, “Pray without ceasing,” and thought, “Well, that’s 
impossible!” How do we understand that command? Jesus taught His disciples 
how to talk to God the Father. He wants to know every part of your life, like a good 
friend.
Mike Anenson | Emerald Mountain Aspen | Tues 10am/Thurs 10am & 11am

30. Confession
“I have sinned.” These are powerful words. Owning up to our sins, mistakes, and 
failures is an important part of Christian life. Confessing to both God and others 
is necessary and healthy; how do we make it work?
Pr. Nick Schultz | Longs Peak Diamond East | Tues 10am/Thurs 10am & 11am
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Tiger McLuen has been actively involved in youth and 
family ministry for over 50 years. He has been a youth 
pastor, an instructor of Youth and Family Ministry at 
both Bethel and Luther Seminaries and a volunteer 
with teenagers. Last year, he was the interim director 
of Student Ministries at his home church in Lindstrom, 
MN to test the theory that you aren’t too old to still be 
in youth ministry! He is a nationally known speaker, 
author, and consultant who loves to talk to any group 
of adults who care about the next generation.

Tuesday: Teens and Anxiety: This seminar is for all parents and caring adults. 
We will identify the key issues around the growing struggle of teen anxiety. This is 
often identified as the top issue in the world of adolescents today. We will discuss 
the changing culture, adolescent development, technology, and core parenting 
issues to give some helpful perspective for every caring adult. Through humor and 
honest sharing, Tiger McLuen will help all parents and caring adults think more 
intentionally about their roles in caring for the next generation.
Wednesday: Rethinking Discipleship: 7 Faith Factors for a Faith that Lasts: This 
session will help you rethink discipleship in a changing world.  We will look at the 
issues of adolescence and youth culture and consider 7 Faith Factors needed to 
build a faith in teenagers that actually has meaning and lasts beyond youth group.
Friday: Parenting with a Purpose: This seminar is a fast-paced, humorous look 
at raising teenagers in a changing world.  This seminar will cover collisions in 
the house, power and control issues, communication strategies, and a look at the 
changing culture that impacts our parenting. 
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YOUTH LEADER TRACK
3 Electives: Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday

10am | Assembly Hall

Assembly Hall (South Entrance)
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. (Tues–Fri)  |  3:30-4:30 p.m. (Tues–Thur)CO
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Convention Concerns Staff will be available to receive your 
feedback on the FLY Convention during the week. From a 
big matter to a small question, Adam McCarlson and Michele 
Mobley will welcome your constructive comments for the 
national youth gathering’s improvement for future years. In 
addition to the personal connection hours listed below, you 
may complete a Convention Concern Form at any time during 
the week in the FLY Office.
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